
Mount Arlington PTA 
General Membership Meeting 

January 11, 2017 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm. 
The minutes were approved by Lucy Decena and seconded by Chrissy Jenkins . 
Treasurer’s report  - Both November and December reports were distributed. Our balance is 
$21, 9000 as of the end of December. 
Correspondence - There is no correspondence for this month 
 
 
Old Business 

1. Box Tops  - The latest check was for $191. 
2. Thanksgiving Baskets and Sharing Snowman - This went very well. Everyone was 

generous and all tags were taken. Jen Ribnicky did a fabulous job, especially given that 
this was her first year as chairperson for this committee. 

3. Holiday Boutiques - The boutiques went well, but next year we will go with another 
vendor as the MAPS students were not happy with the selection. 

4. Shoparoo - A reminder will be sent out in the next couple of weeks. 
5. Cultural Arts - Nothing new to report at this time. 
6. Theater Week auditions will take place after school on 3/22 for all interested 5th graders. 

Practices will run during the week of 3/27 and the show will be on 3/31. 
7. Gala - Nothing new to report at this time. 
8. 8th Grade Fundraiser - The faculty-student basketball game will be on 3/23. 
9. The tricky tray is set for 3/10 with the snow date set for 3/11. Contact Heidi Roldan or 

Amelia DeBona if you can help this committee. Solicitations are coming in and the 
wrapping nights will be held  in February. 

10. Spirit Wear - An order form is coming out with some new items including: blankets , hats, 
and drawstring bags. 

11. Family Spirit Night - We are looking at holding this event prior to the student-teacher 
basketball game on either 3/21 or 3/22. 

12. Art Fundraiser - Square 1 Art is a company that prints student artwork onto items such 
as mouse pads, coffee cups, etc. 

13. Bulletin Boards - A work order form is needed for the installation at Decker. Mr. Grillo 
said that he would take care of this as soon as we let him know when the board arrives. 
 

 
 New Business 

1. Volunteers are still needed for Valentine’s carnation wrapping on 2/13. Wrappers will 
meet at 7pm in the MAPS cafeteria. Volunteers are also needed for carnation sales 
during the lunch periods are both Decker and MAPS. Contact Chris Vecchio if you can 
help. 



2. Valentine’s Dance  - The dance is on 2/3 and volunteers are needed. 
3. The Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser will run from 2/13 - 2/24. Flyers are going out soon and 

orders will be delivered by Easter.  
4. Broadway Bound  - The interest meeting will be on 1/17 at 2pm, rehearsals will run from 

2/15 - 3/6, and show dates are 3/7 and 3/8. 
5. Author Visit  - Decker only, still working on details. 
6. Ned Show - This is a free show focusing on bullying that will be presented at both 

schools, one in the AM, one in thePM. Mr. Grillo said the best date for this event is 3/14. 
7. Student Council Representatives - The MAPS student council would like to plan a police 

appreciation brunch to thank our town officers for their service to our school and 
community. The students asked that the PTA join in their efforts to create this event and 
are are looking for ideas and help with logistics and funds. The goal is to be able have 
an event that all officers can attend even if it means that they stop by for a bit while they 
are on duty. A motion was passed by Paige Metje to budget $225 for this event and the 
motion was seconded by Heidi Roldan.  

8. New Jersey Sustainable Schools Ms. Crawford presented several updates: The Power 
up Challenge will be ongoing through 2/16 (Parents vs. Kids).   The rain garden is to be 
revamped and the students are looking for parent help with this project. Approximately 
$1,000 will go toward the purchase of new plants . Tiny greenhouses are coming in and 
a carton to garden fundraiser might be a good addition.  An outdoor air quality action 
program called Air Now sells flags indicating air quality and can be bought and flown at 
the school.  The PTA can help with funds as soon as more information is provided.  The 
cost would be approximately $100 for the 4 flags.  

 
Other 

1. Mrs. Longo stated that the 8th grade t-shirts are appreciated and the kids have been 
wearing them already. It was suggested that they wear them for the Winter Carnival this 
Friday night. 

2. Due to a printing error on the shirt the PTA only paid half of the anticipated cost. 
Therefore, the rest of the money will be given to the 8th grade to use as needed.  

3. 8th grade fundraiser - The Winter Carnival will be from 6-8:30 on Friday 1/13. 
4. The Smart Board from the book fair was delivered and installed. 

 
Attendance: 
Chris Vecchio, Stacey Opper, Paige Metje, Maria Farris, Carla Farris, Jayden Decena, Susan 
Longo, Andrea D’Arco, Heidi Roldan, Lucy Decena, Chrissy Jenkins, Jeff Grillo, Julie Crawford, 
Brianna Anthony, Katie Law 
 
The meeting was adjourned 7:48 pm                          Minutes submitted by Chris Vecchio 
 

 Next Meeting: 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
7:00 PM MAPS Media Center  


